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Education For Homeless Children 
 
Definitions 
 
Homeless students means students who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence 
and includes:  (Education Code 48852.7; 42 USC 11434a) 
 
1. Students who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic 
hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due 
to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional 
shelters; or are abandoned in hospitals 
 
(cf. 6173.1 - Education for Foster Youth) 
 
2. Students who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not 
designed for or ordinarily used as regular sleeping accommodations for human beings 
 
3. Students who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard 
housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings 
 
4. Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in conditions 
described in items #1-3 above 
 
Unaccompanied youth includes youth who are not in the physical custody of a parent or 
guardian.  (20 USC 11434a) 
 
School of origin means the school that the homeless student attended when permanently 
housed or the school in which he/she was last enrolled, including a preschool. If the school the 
homeless student attended when permanently housed is different from the school in which 
he/she was last enrolled, or if there is some other school that he/she attended within the 
preceding 15 months and with which he/she is connected, the district liaison shall determine, in 
consultation with and with the agreement of the homeless student and the person holding the 



Best interest means that, in making educational and school placement decisions for a homeless 





The Superintendent or designee shall inform homeless children and youth, their 
parents/guardians, school personnel, service providers, and advocates working with homeless 
families of the duties of the district's liaison. He/she shall also provide the name and contact 



(cf. 5132 - Dress and Grooming) 
 
3. Is unable to produce records normally required for enrollment, such as previous 
academic records, proof of residency, and records of immunization and other required health 
records 
 
(cf. 5111 - Admission) 
(cf. 5111.1 - District Residency) 
(cf. 5125 - 



1. Through the duration of the school year if he/she is in grades K-8 
 
2. Through graduation if he/she is in high school 
 
Resolving Enrollment Disputes 
 
If a dispute arises over student eligibility, school selection, or enrollment in a particular school, 
the matter shall be referred to the district liaison, who shall carry out the dispute resolution 
process as expeditiously as possible.  (42 USC 11432) 
 
The parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth shall be provided with a written explanation of 
any decisions related to eligibility, school selection, or enrollment and of the right of the 
parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth to appeal such decisions.  (42 USC 11432) 
 
The written explanation shall include: 
 
1. A description of the action proposed or refused by the district 
 
2. An explanation of why the action is proposed or refused 
 
3. A description of any other options the district considered and the reasons that any other 
options were rejected 
 
4. A description of any other factors relevant to the district's decision and information 
related to the eligibility or best interest determination including the facts, witnesses, and 
evidence relied upon and their sources 
 
5. 



1. Inform them that they may provide written and/or oral documentation to support their 
position 
 
2. Inform them that they may seek the assistance of social services, advocates, and/or 
service providers in having the dispute resolved 
 
3. Provide them a simple form that they may use and turn in to the school to initiate the 
dispute resolution process 
 
4. Provide them a copy of the dispute form they submit for their records 
 
5. Provide them the outcome of the dispute for their records 
 



When a homeless student transfers into a district school, the district shall accept and issue full 
credit for any coursework that the student has satisfactorily completed while attending another 
public school, a juvenile court school, or a nonpublic, nonsectarian school or agency and shall 
not require the student to retake the course.  (Education Code 51225.2) 
 
If the homeless student did not complete the entire course, he/she shall be issued partial credit 
for the coursework completed and shall be required to take the portion of the course that 
he/she did not complete at his/her previous school. However, the district may require the 
student to retake the portion of the course completed if, in consultation with the holder of 
educational rights for the student, the district finds that the student is reasonably able to 
complete the requirements in time to graduate from high school. Whenever partial credit is 
issued to a homeless student in any particular course, he/she shall be enrolled in the same or 
equivalent course, if applicable, so that he/she may continue and complete the entire course.  
(Education Code 51225.2) 
 
Partial credits shall be awarded on the basis of 0.5 credits for every seven class periods 
attended per subject. If the school is on a block schedule, each block schedule class period 
attended shall be equal to two regular class periods per subject.  Partial credits and grades 
earned by a student shall be included on the student's official transcript within two business 
days of the district's notification of the student's transfer, as required under Education Code 
49069.5. 
 





A homeless student who enrolls in any district school shall be immediately deemed to meet all 
residency requirements for participation in interscholastic sports or other extracurricular 
activities.  (Education Code 48850) 
 
(cf. 6145 - Extracurricular and Cocurricular Activities) 
(cf. 6145.2 - Athletic Competition) 
 
Notification and Complaints 
 
Information regarding the educational rights of homeless students, as specified in Education 
Code 51225.1 and 51225.2, shall be included in the annual uniform complaint procedures 
notification distributed to students, parents/guardians, employees, and other interested parties 
pursuant to 5 CCR 4622.  (Education Code 51225.1, 51225.2) 
 
Any complaint that the district has not complied with requirements regarding the education of 
homeless students, 


