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The California Employer’s Guide (DE 44) (edd.ca.gov/pdf_pub_ctr/de44.pdf) provides the income tax withholding tables. 
This publication may be found by visiting Payroll Taxes - Forms and Publications (edd.ca.gov/Payroll_Taxes/Forms_and_
Publications.htm). To assist you in calculating your tax liability, please visit the Franchise Tax Board (FTB) (ftb.ca.gov).

If you need information on your last California Resident Income Tax Return ( FTB Form 540), visit the FTB (ftb.ca.gov).

�1�R�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q: The burden of proof rests with the 
employee to show the correct California income 
tax withholding. Pursuant to section 4340-1(e) of 
Title 22, California Code of Regulations (CCR) (govt.
westlaw.com/calregs/Search/Index), the FTB or the EDD 
may, by special direction in writing, require an employer 
to submit a Form W-4 or DE 4 when such forms are 
necessary for the administration of the withholding tax 
programs. 

Penalty�����<�R�X���P�D�\���E�H���¿�Q�H�G�������������L�I���\�R�X���¿�O�H�����Z�L�W�K���Q�R��
reasonable basis, a DE 4 that results in less tax being 
withheld than is properly allowable. In addition, criminal 
penalties apply for willfully supplying false or fraudulent 
information or failing to supply information requiring an 
increase in withholding. This is provided by section 13101 
of the California Unemployment Insurance Code (leginfo.
legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes.xhtml) and section 19176 of the  
Revenue and Taxation Code (leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/
codes.xhtml).
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